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Frederick it meant the final annihilation of the wistful,
flute-playing youth he had been before his father's
death. His father's will had finally conquered him and
made him a soldier.

The Austrian defeat at Mollwitz was important not
only for the historical development of the eighteenth
century. It was the first military landmark in the
struggle between Austria and Germany, a struggle which
found expression in the War of 1866, and in which in our
own day the annexation of Austria by Hitler's Germany
may be the final step.

Karl Tschuppik, an Austrian writer, whose Maria
Theresia is undoubtedly the best military history of her
life, writes as follows about the battle of Mollwitz:
''France always sided with the rulers of the smaller
German principalities against the Emperor. This time,
however, Frederick's guns announced that something
special was happening : it was the first battle between
the Hohenzollern and the Habsburgs, the first duel
fought by Prussia, which was rising to power, with the
ancient Imperial House/'

This battle of Mollwitz, the first outstanding victory
of Frederick's career, was won by his father's well-
disciplined army under the able leadership of Count
Schwerin rather than by the King himself. Frederick
lost his nerve completely and ran away from the battle-
field. Europe did not hear about his flight until many
years later, and even to-day patriotic German historians
gloss over his desertion, which to them implies cowardice,
by saying that " Count Schwerin urged the King to
leave the battlefield so that his person would be safe."

If Schwerin and Frederick's other generals did indeed
turge him to leave, it was because his hysterical condition
made him a liability rather than an asset to his armies*